Thoughts on Rolling Stone turning 50
Men behaving badly, none so much as America's top soldiers GoSet (1965-73) , Revolution (1970 -1), High Times (1971 and The Digger .} This year [2017] , Rolling Stone magazine is celebrating its 50th year on American newsstands. It's also 45 years since I launched the Australian edition, which is still going strong. Back in 1967, I was doing politics at Monash University and publishing a pop-music tabloid called GoSet, selling 70,000 copies a week across Australia. America had no nationwide music paper until late that year when a university dropout named Jann Wenner started Rolling Stone. Jann and his writers, designers, and photographers believed that, more than fun dancing-music, rock 'n' roll was an expression of an emerging youth culture that would change the world. I shared that sense, though my parents were serious (but critical) lefties, so I was brought up to be skeptical of social change unless it involved redistributing economic power. Given where we are now in terms of fact/fiction/faction, Tom might have been a mixed blessing to journalism. I also note this quote from Tom: "I think every living moment of a human being's life, unless the person is starving or in immediate danger of death in some other way, is controlled by a concern for status." I don't think that's true. Afghanis and disillusioned GIs. Hastings' story for Rolling Stone faithfully reproduced the General's no-bullshit repartee, making it stunningly clear that McChrystal and his fellow top brass were appallingly full of shit --also ignorant, arrogant, crazy violent, and destined to fail at saving Afghanistan. After Obama read the article, he fired McChrystal and backed away from his "strategy"
